
CASE STUDY  

 CROWN TRADE CLEAN EXTREME SCRUBBABLE MATT  

 CROWNING GLORY 
AT THE PORT OF  

LIVERPOOL  
 

Crown Paints has been fully  
involved in the redecoration of 
the majestic Port of Liverpool 
Building, one of the óThree Gracesô 
on the Cityôs waterfront 

 

This imposing building has been restored to its former  

glory by owners Downing in one of the UKôs largest 

privately - funded refurbishments of a star - listed 

property.  During the final phase of the project, Hills  

Decorative Services redecorated all the interior 

communal areas of the five - storey Edwardian  

Baroque building with its passageways and galleries  

radiating from an ornate central atrium spanned by 

an impressive dome.  

 

Crown Paints was involved from the outset and 

worked closely with Hills and Downing to secure 

the specification for Crown Trade Clean Extreme 

Scrubbable Matt, Flat Matt Vinyl and Acrylic  

Eggshell. Crownôs colour consultants also offered 

their services, providing expert advice on authentic 

historical colour palettes. Once the colours were 

finalised, Liverpool Crown Decorating Centre 

stepped in to tint and deliver all the Crown Trade 

coatings required.  

 

Downing insisted on coatings that would maintain 

their ójust decoratedô appearance. The brief also 

called for a traditional flat matt finish to disguise 

minor imperfections in the plasterwork. Crown 

Trade Vinyl Matt was selected for ceilings whilst 

Clean Extreme Scrubbable Matt was specified for 

broadwall areas.  

 

Downing Director Sally OôBrien said: ñIn order to 

maintain the very highest standards in all our  

communal areas we have very rigorous cleaning 

regimes in place and demand decorative finishes 

with a high degree of dirt resistance that can be 

scrubbed clean time and time again. By using 

Clean Extreme Scrubbable Matt we donôt expect to 

have to redecorate for a very long time.ò 

 

 

 



 continued  

 For further information please click here  or contact the Crown Trade Customer 

Relations Team on 0845 389 9583  

This was a complex project to manage as work had to 

be carried out whilst the building was still being rewired 

and replastered. Close co -operation between the various  

trades on site was critical. The building was also open 

and fully occupied throughout the refurbishment and 

sophisticated access arrangements were needed to  

enable the tenants to carry on their businesses as  

normal. Furthermore, the deadline was immovable as 

the redecorated Port of Liverpool Building was to play 

an important role at the official close of Liverpoolôs 

Capital of Culture year.  

 

The sheer scale of the building and the height of the 

dome presented major challenges. An immense scaffold 

arrangement was installed by Skyline Scaffold, occupying  

the entire atrium from floor to dome. This allowed the 

decorating team safe access to all the central areas 

whilst minimising inconvenience for tenants.  

 

Work commenced in the dome which was decorated in a striking palette of blue, 

gold, black and soft white. Then the team steadily worked their way down the 

pillars and mouldings of the atrium.  The scaffold was removed and, following 

behind the electricians and plasterers, the painters redecorated the elegant 

balconie s, passageways, and washrooms on each of the five floors. The final 

task was to paint the sweeping marbled staircase.  

 

Hills Decorative Services completed their massive project on schedule. Contractor  

Steve Hill said, ñMy team have done a terrific job and the building now looks 

absolutely superb. I canôt thank them enough for the quality of their workmanship, 

the long hours they put in and for the 100% commitment they showed when we 

needed all hands on deck for the final push.ò 

 

 ñI have also had invaluable support all the way through from Crown Paints,ò he 

added, ñFrom their sales and specification teams, the colour consultants and the 

Crown Decorating Centre. It has been a real team effort.ò 

 
 

Downingôs Sally OôBrien said,  

ñWeôre delighted with the results Steve 

and his team have achieved. The decor is 
now consistent throughout the building 

and there is much more emphasis on its 
fine architectural features.   

 
ñWith Crownôs guidance on colour weôve 

brightened up the entire building and 
given it a welcoming flourish whilst 

maintaining its original ambience and 
appearance.ò 
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